Hong Kong, March 18th, 2001

Hi Gavin

Got your letter the other day. Again thanks a lot. It is good to get them. And good to read that you have been promoted to Corporal! Congratulations. Well done! So you can now wear 2 stripes. Does that mean you are in charge of a squad or some group of soldiers? Next step I suppose is to become a sergeant. Looking at the copy of the promotion certificate, I did not think much of the officer’s English. And he couldn’t even spell either of your names correctly. 

Went for another run yesterday. It was terrible. Temperatures were high at 27OC. Difficult run and with my Achilles heel I ended up walking especially in the second half. Finished the ‘run’ almost crippled outside a Home for the Aged. In my condition I thought that was where I should be! I have not enjoyed my hikes this season. The main reason has been the torn hamstring I got in the gym just before my running season began and which is only now healing properly. Other reasons could be not being able to get a really comfortable pair of shoes and possible being a few pounds overweight for running. Anyway, the season will soon be over then back to swimming again. The pool is open but after it closed for maintenance for 2 weeks in January, I haven’t been back to it. 

A Census is now being taken in HK. As most of the people involved are secondary school students, most schools have a holiday for 2 weeks. The actual time for the count was last Wednesday morning at 4 am. I am only involved in the simple interview. About 1 in 7 people are chosen at random for a more substantial interview. I am sure that like last time (?10 years ago), the number of people counted will be less than the real number. There are just so many little alleys and lanes especially in the New Territories that I am sure some must be missed. As I was ending my walk! in the New Territories yesterday, I saw a group of students out in one of these villages on census duty. At that time of the last census, the number of people recorded was about 5 million. Someone in the meat industry, who knew how much meat was imported into HK said that it was impossible for only 5 million people to eat all that meat and that the real figure was probably about 6 million! This time, the population could be between 7 and 8 million. 

A few days ago, a 23-year old policeman was shot and killed in Tsuen Wan. He was lured into a housing estate by a bogus stolen (mobile) phone call complaining of noise. When he responded, he was apparently ambushed and shot with his own revolver. The gun and remaining ammunition were then stolen. The perpetrators have not been caught yet and a HK$1 million reward has been offered for information leading to an arrest. It also raised the question of policemen on the beat singly or in pairs. Because of manpower shortages, patrols are only made in pairs if there appears to be some degree of risk. In this case, it just seemed to be a simple domestic complaint about a neighbour’s noise. 

The HK and Shanghai Bank is to shift a lot of its work to offices in China. This means that many people here will lose their jobs. The jobs are the ones requiring less skill such as entering data into computers. The bank is also going to start charging for many more services such as ATM machines and counter transactions. 

Yesterday there was an exhibition in the City Hall against the Falun Gung by people who are pro-Beijing. This included a newspaper and other groups. 


You will, undoubtedly, have heard of the incident in Kuwait where a number of soldiers were killed when an F/A-18 from an aircraft carrier dropped a bomb short of its target. One of those killed was a 27-year old Major in the NZ SAS who was there as an observer. 


I am now continuing to read ‘Citizen Soldiers’. I read it when other reading is over, such as NEWSWWEK, The troops have now reached the Siegfried Line but have had to halt and sometimes retreat as the troops and tanks moved much faster than their fuel and food supplies. Also read about the disaster at Arnhem and the bridge, one in a series that the Allies needed to capture. The idea, risky but very advantageous if successful, was to break through around the top of the Siegfried Line. The movie of this action was called “A Bridge Too Far” and that seems to be a very appropriate title.

I guess that’s about it for this time. There doesn’t seem to be much else to write about. 

Cheers.

Dad
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